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intent in identifying undue
burden situations. Yet these
terms are not defined either
directly or by reference in the
documents. The terms we are
referring to are: “critical part
or process”, “critical or high
risk parts”, both found in the
draft order; as well as in the
draft AC the terms “critical
characteristics”, “critical
functions” and “exotic
materials”.

In the way, and where the
terms are used (and with no
explanations or references) in
these drafts it is difficult to
determine whether “critical”
and “high risk” are related to
the subject part’s function in
the product or in its
manufacture. And we cannot
find any FAA use of the term
“exotic materials” anywhere
else.

this aspect of understanding
and determining undue
burden, leading to applications
being subjective and variable.
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